Historic Commentary jr

(Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Year B) The Liturgy Letter

Commentary on Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 from Selected Church Fathers

Thomas Aquinas’ curated commentary on Mark 6, from a 13th century document called the
Catena Aurea that contains compiled verse by verse commentary on the Gospels from the
Patristics and others.

Venerable Bede: The great happiness of those days can be seen from the hard work of
those who taught and the enthusiasm of those who learned. If only in our time such a
concourse of faithful hearers would again press round the ministers of the word.

As he broke up the five loaves and two fishes, and distributed them to his disciples, he
opened their minds to understand everything that had been written about him in the law
of Moses and in the prophets and the psalms.

Ambrose: The Lord of hosts was not signaling weakness as he gave sight to the blind, made
the crooked to stand upright, raised the dead to life, anticipated the effects of medicine
at our prayers, and cured those who sought after him. Those who merely touched the
fringe of his robe were healed. Surely you did not think it was some divine weakness, you
speculators, when you saw him wounded. Indeed there were wounds that pierced his body,
but they did not demonstrate weakness but strength. For from these wounds flowed life to
all, from the One who was the life of all.
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