Morning Prayer
(Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year B)

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Opening Scripture
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
–1 Peter 1:3-4a

Hymn – In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
In the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
Words and Music: Jacques Berthier (Taize)

Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Come, Holy Spirit of God,
And search our hearts with the light of the risen Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Silence
May the risen Christ forgive you and free you from your sins,
Heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
And raise you to new life.
Amen.

Psalm of the Week
Psalm 23 (NIV)
A psalm of David.
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2

He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3

he refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
through the darkest valley
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.

Scripture Readings
Acts 4:5-12
1 John 3:16-24
(Stand)
John 10:11-18
(A short silence is kept after the reading of the gospel)

Profession of Faith (based on 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, Colossians 1:15-20)
This is the good news that we have received,
In which we stand, and by which we are saved:
Christ died for our sins, was buried,
was raised on the third day,
And appeared first to the women,
then to Peter and the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe Jesus is the Christ,
the Anointed One of God,
the firstborn of all creation,
the firstborn from the dead,
in whom the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell
by the power of the Spirit.
Christ is the head of the body, the church,
and by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to God.
Amen.
The Prayers of the People
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
On this day that the Lord has made, let us pray for the people he has redeemed. That we
may live as those who believe in the triumph of the cross, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.

That all people may receive the good news of his victory, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
That those born to new life in the waters of baptism may know the power of his
resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
That those who suffer pain and anguish may find healing and peace in the wounds of
Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
That in the undying love of Christ we may have union with all who have died in the faith of
Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us commend the world, in which Christ rose from the dead, to the mercy and
protection of God this day.
Intercessions (A time of spontaneous prayers and intercessions. Say “out loud” the names
and situations that you would like to bring before God.)
●
●
●
●

We pray for the people of...(countries or regions)
We pray for our sisters and brothers... (churches and other believers)
We pray for friends, relatives, and neighbors…
We pray for the day and its tasks, individuals in need, the world and its
needs, and for the Church and her life…

To God be all honor and glory, dominion and power, now and forever, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, in whose name we are bold to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer
*If praying with others, stand and hold hands. If praying individually, stand with hands
open and outstretched in the sign of the Orans.

Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Easter (Book of Common Prayer)
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people; Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads;
who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
Go forth in joy to love and serve God in all that you do.
We are sent in the name of the risen Christ.
Let us bless our Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Hymn - Christ the Lord is Risen Today
Soar we now where Christ has led, alleluia!
Following our exalted head; alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia!

